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All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 
!e Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 
Excursions board out of Noblesville 

at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

Uncorked Express 
with Mallow Run Winery 

Saturday, March 11th 
2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Sip on a dry red or relax with a sweet 
rose in our 1956 Santa Fe Dining car. 
Each ticket includes 3 wine samples 

along with a charcuterie cup to enjoy.  

Saturday, March 11

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

St. Patrick’s Day Express 
Adult only- Friday, March 17th  

5 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Jam to bagpipers and Irish tunes while 

enjoying an evening on the rails
Family friendly rides Saturday, March 18th 

1 p.m. and 3 p.m.  
While on board hear Irish music and maybe 

catch a glimpse of a live leprechaun

March 17 - 18

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

Easter Express
A farmer has misplaced some eggs and is 

pretty sure they are somewhere on the train! 
Come share in a little rail adventure as you 

roll through the countryside to see the trees in 
bloom while enjoying a snack and a springtime 

story. Family Rides that last 65 minutes and 
include the train ride and on-board story, a 

special signature drink and cookie.

April 1, 2 & 8

NickelPlateExpress.com for Tickets

A.E. Boyce Company, Inc. is 
seeking a Software Developer. This 
position will develop new software 
and maintain existing software and 
test software changes. Bachelor's 
degree in Computer Science is 
required. 2 years experience in the 
job offered or in computer science, 
programming, software engineering 
or database required. Jobsite is in 
Daleville, IN. 

Send resume Attn: 
A.E. Boyce Company, Inc.  

9401 S. Innovation Dr. 
Suite 400 

Daleville, IN 47334

Now Hiring
Software Developer

We love hear-
ing from all our 
neighbors, those 
who donate, 
take food, pantry 
hosts, volunteers, 
sponsors, and yes, 
even those who 
criticize what we 
do. This month’s 
column is an “Ask 
Us Any-
thing” arti-
cle, featuring 
answers to a 
few recent 
questions the 
team has re-
ceived.   

Sara from Cicero asks: 
where does your food 
come from?

Thank you for your 
question.

Our fundraisers, dona-
tions from corporate spon-
sors, donations from Elks 
Lodge 576, and donations 
from individuals allow us 
to purchase food from food 
brokers around the country. 
We buy pallets of food and 
pay for the delivery to our 
offices. We are savvy buyers 
and purchase food locating 
the best deals from around 
the country. Food has been 
delivered from Pennsylva-
nia, Wisconsin, and Indiana.

Next, as a no-questions-
asked food charity, we qual-
ify to buy food at a discount 
from Gleaners Food Bank. 
Another partnership we are 
grateful for, is that we re-
ceive food from Hamilton 
County Harvest. Finally, we 
benefit from dozens of area 
neighbors as they drop off 
non-perishable food at our 
offices, or they, along with 
several pantry hosts, stock 
food directly in pantries lo-
cated throughout Hamilton 
County.  

Tom from Noblesville 
writes that canned and 
boxed food can go bad if it 
freezes and thaws or is in 
extreme heat. he wonders 
how we address this.

Great question.
Before deployment, food 

is securely staged at our fa-
cility. Before being stocked 
in a pantry, food packaging, 
seals and expiration dates 
are checked. Anything po-
tentially compromised is 
discarded and never makes 
it into a pantry.

Volunteers regularly 
stock and check their pan-
tries for any issues with 
food, maintenance, and 
trash. Volunteers rotate out 
food that has remained in 
a pantry too long. Pantries 
are vented and enclosed as 
added protection to food 
product.

Admittedly, our team 
can’t be at every pantry ev-
ery day, so as an additional 
protection, written warnings 
are posted inside of the pan-
tries in English and Spanish 
(and Creole where need-
ed) reminding neighbors 
to check expiration dates, 
seals, and packaging before 
consuming food taken from 
a pantry. 

It's also important to 
realize that hundreds of 
families stop by one of our 
pantries regularly. Canned 
and boxed food seldom 
stays in a pantry more than 
a few days. Over several 
years of providing food to 
our neighbors we have had 
one canned food item go 
bad because it popped its 
seal. Attentiveness and high 
product turnover address the 
concerns in your question. 

Over extended periods 
of time, high heat or freez-
ing and thawing can com-
promise food in a pantry. 
The Feeding Team pantry 

model is designed 
to provide a few 
meals for many 
families – in par-
ticular, gap fam-
ilies, meaning 
those who don’t 
qualify for pub-
lic assistance or 
those who are 
e m b a r r a s s e d 

about being 
in need and 
who don’t 
want any re-
quired regis-
tration. 

W h a t 
may just be 

a wooden box to some peo-
ple is a survival lifeline that 
feeds children to others.  

Jim from Fishers 
asks: how do your boxes 
get built and can you use 
help?

Thanks for the question 
and the offer to help!

Over the years, pan-
tries have been built by 
high school students, Ea-
gle Scouts, corporations, 
college students, individu-
al neighbors, and church-
es. We have materials lists 
and building plans that are 
shared with anyone who 
wants to build a pantry for 
Feeding Team. Depending 
on the situation, we will 
purchase the materials for 
a build. Some companies 
have taken on this part of the 
mission themselves.

Regarding volunteering, 
please reach out directly 
to find out about volunteer 
opportunities, call (317) 
832-1123 or send an email 
to lisa@feedingteam.org. 
There are many ways to get 
involved and we are always 
grateful to have another pair 
of hands.

* * *
With over 44,000 

food-challenged neighbors 
in Hamilton County, Feed-
ingTeam.org is a registered 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit or-
ganization that provides 
outdoor 24/7/365 no-ques-
tions-asked free food pan-
tries throughout the county. 

The pantries exist to meet 
the food insecurity needs of 
gap families, neighbors who 
may not qualify for public 
assistance and could use a 
few meals before payday. 
The pantries serve as many 
food-challenged neighbors 
as possible, and our hearts 
are with those who, like my 
family, could not always 
make ends meet. 

Thank you for sup-
porting the pantries. We 
love serving with so many 
neighbors across Hamilton 
County. In future columns, 
we will share more stories 
about how your generosity 
served neighbors in times 
of need. The face of hunger 
in Hamilton County is not 
what you may think. 

In practical terms, this 
straightforward way to 
help neighbors is having 
real impact on lives, fami-
lies, and our communities. 
Thank you. A few meals 
can change the course of a 
person’s life. A can of green 
beans means so much more 
when you have nothing to 
feed your kids.

Would you like to get in-
volved? Volunteer opportu-
nities are available. We are 
evaluating new pantry loca-
tions. If you think you have 
a potential location, please 
contact us.

Mark and Lisa Hall are 
the Founders of Feeding 
Team. They may be reached 
at lisa@feedingteam.org 
and mark@feedingteam.
org or by calling (317) 832-
1123.

Ask us anything

MarK Hall

COlUMNIST

The Feeding Team Feature

FeedingTeam.org
Facts

49 pantries
10,000 meals in Nov. 2022
Over 30 volunteer families

“People in In-
diana may want 
Netflix, but do 
they need it?” 
That question was 
offered during a 
2018 discussion 
on the expansion 
of broadband 
across Indiana. 
While I whole-
heartedly disagreed with 
the statement at the time, it 
wasn't surprising. But can 
you imagine making that 
comment today?

Think about all the 
things you do with internet 
access: catch up on the latest 
news, send emails for work, 
help your kids with e-learn-
ing, watch your favorite 
sports team, read books, 
search for information on 
your phone. The internet has 
become engrained in many 
facets of our everyday life, 
especially post-pandemic. 
Quality broadband is no lon-
ger a want; it’s a need.

For some Hoosiers there 
is no reliable internet access. 
If we want to continue to 
make Indiana a great place 
to work, live, and play, we 
must start viewing broad-
band as a necessity. We must 
invest in broadband expan-
sion and end the days when 
parents are driving to local 
restaurants so their child 
can connect to Wi-Fi to do 
schoolwork.

A reliable broadband in-
frastructure is essential for 
communities to compete for 
talent and business. Your 
community may have great 
roads and shovel-ready loca-
tions, but if a CEO’s phone 
can’t connect to the internet, 
why would they invest in the 
community? Having access 
to quality internet should be 
seen the same as roads, trash 
pickup, and other types of 
infrastructure we expect on 
a day-to-day basis.

Unfortunately, investing 
in broadband isn’t putting 
you ahead in the game; it’s 

more than like-
ly only leveling 
the playing field. 
People now ex-
pect to have good 
broadband access 
in the same way 
they expect to 
have good roads. 
Imagine telling 
a generation that 

has grown up using digital 
devices that they can’t ac-
cess YouTube. Or imagine a 
local CEO asking his kids to 
turn off their Wi-Fi so he can 
have a virtual business call 
while the kids are on sum-
mer break. These aren’t just 
made-up scenarios. These are 
real stories that we’ve heard 
from Indiana communities.

Most people don’t object 
to expanding broadband. 
The issue is who pays for 
it. Internet service provid-
ers don’t have the financial 
incentive to expand the 
networks or access them-
selves, especially into more 
rural communities. Because 
broadband is so closely 
linked to overall economic 
vitality, governments have 
been stepping in.

Governments have a 
lot to gain from expand-
ing broadband, but no one 
gains more than residents, 
businesses, and other stake-
holders. That’s why the best 
approach is a collaborative 
one. Counties are big and 
have multiple groups work-
ing with providers. The 
school system may pick 
one provider, a healthcare 
provider another, and then 
the government may have 
different plans. Communi-
ties have to work together 
to find the best choice for 
everyone.

Keeping residents in-
volved in the process is also 
key. Laying fiber or iden-
tifying areas that are un-
served or underserved may 
take time, but taking time 
and positioning yourself for 
the best investment will pay 

huge dividends.
Next time a business or 

family is looking to relocate 
to Indiana, I want them to 
show up to your county, city, 
or town and know that the 
last thing they have to worry 
about is reliable broadband. 
After they spend time in the 
community or meet with 

elected officials, they should 
be able to go back to their 
hotel room and fire up Net-
flix – not because it’s a want 
or even a need but because 
they can.

Luke Bosso is managing 
director of government ad-
visory with Katz, Sapper & 
Miller.

Communities need quality broadband 
access now for future economic growth

lUKe BOSSO

GUeST COlUMNIST
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